SIKH TEMPLES                        2oi

been able to educate a boy sufficiently well for him to
get a Government appointment on Rs.i25 a month,

Our talk with the Jats suggested that their condition Sikk
was wretched in the extreme, but the village was Temples
islanded in a sea of wheat and rape (sarson} broken only
by scattered islets of sugar-cane, 'What does a Jat
know of good done to him ? What does grain known of
the plough ?'l The proverb might have been coined in
a canal colony. Everywhere else one may find gratitude
to Government for this or that, but rarely in a colony.
Men forget the days not long ago when no plough ran
through the soil which now yields abundantly: still less
do they realize that, without all that the Sirkar has
done by the labour and brains of its canal engineers and
colonization officers, most of those under 25 would not
be alive at all. In this case, there were two handsome
Gurdwaras to attest the wealth as well as the piety of
the village. Both were recently built, one at a cost of
Rs,7,000 and the other of 8.8.7,750, and two were
required because the village is divided into two sections
(pattf), neither of which would combine with the other.
I went into one of them, after taking off my shoes and
handing over my cigarette case to an attendant.2 It
consisted of a spacious room, perhaps forty feet long, in
the centre of which sat a man of middle age under
a high canopy reading the Granth Sahib, which was as
large as a cathedral bible. An ordinary potter's son, he
was so absorbed in what he was doing that he did not
notice our entrance. The complete absorption of men
in their devotions is a much more familiar sight in the
East than in the West. All who entered with me bowed
themselves to the ground, touching it with their heads.
Yet, apart from the canopy and the Granth Sahib, there
was nothing in the room to indicate its sanctity. The
rafters were painted red, blue, and yellow, and the
whitewashed walls were embellished by a painted dado.

1  Jot tijane gun pun Chola Id jam wok nun,

2  Tobacco is forbidden to the Sikh, see p. 184.
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